





Integration Explodes After 
~ 9 Years of Race-Mixing 


THANKSGIVING DAY - DAY OF TERROR IN CAPITAL 


; Washington, D.C., Thanksgiving Day 1962, 
mine years after integration of schools 
through an unconstitutional Supreme Court 
order. The scène: District of Columbia Sta- 
dium, within sight of the Capitol. Gathered 
are 50,000. spectators, 42,000 (80%). of them 
Negroes, to see the city’s Annual High 
School, football, game. 

Eastern High School, considered a Negro 
school, with 2,400 Negroes and only five 
whites, was. playing St. John’s, a. predom- 
inantly white school, All through the game 

he stands were filled with turmoil, Negro 
Students tormenting whites, keeping ‘the 
police running around in circles. Towards 

- the end of the game things began to get out 
of hand and when the whistle blew for the 
game’s end, 2,000 Negroes from Eastern 
High stands pouréd onto the field headed for 
the St. John’s stands. What followed, many 
whites and Negroes could not believe. Ne- 

-groes attacked men, women and children, 
eating them to the ground. 

Acting Police Chief of Washington for 
Thanksgiving Day refused to describe the 
occurrence as a “racial incident.” The police 
report stated that 42 persons—35 whifes, 
7 Negroes—were injured. Following ‘the 
investigation it was reported that 512 persons 
received injuries, of these only 27 heing 
Negroes. Why did the police try to keep the 
exact figure of the injured from the public? 

Simeon Booker, Negro magazine writer, 
reported: 

“Fhe explosion of hate stemmed 
mostly from my people. I saw the sta- 
dium, filled to a great extent by Negroes, 
suddenly terrified by reving herds of 
hoodlums who set upon whites—men, 
women and children—with the most pro- 
fane language and physical mistreat- 
ment...” 

The most shocking, the highly significant 
thing about the whole affair is that the 
entire incident was very quietly kept from 
the public. Washington newspapers pub- 
lished the story but in a manner that readers 
would not take it as a “racial incident.” 
Some Catholic publications carried short 
features, but as a whole it was suppressed 
by our so-called “Free Press.” Seven news- 
paper photographers ` covered the game, yet 
not one single photo appeared in any pub- 
lication until fiye months later, May 4, 1963, 
when The Saturday Evening Post came out 
with the complete story. 

Now we hear in Jackson, Mississippi, of 
three Negroes representing the eommunist- 
front NAACP, entering a variety store, 
sitting down at a segregated lunch counter 
and causing a disturbance. This small 


incident is blasted all day long on the radio, 
makes headlines in all the newspapers, is 
shown on TV fer several days, and receives 


all publicity available. Any grammar school 


student could figure out whe controls our 


media of communications today. 


Jobn Paul Collins, 34 years a teacher in 
the Washington school system, was principal 


of Eastern High, the school involved in the 


Thanksgiving Day fracas. “Shortly “after 
Eastern High was integrated, Mr. Collins 


resigned. His shocking affidavit tells why. 


t of John Paul Collins 


Mr. John Paul Collins, after first being sworn 
in, deposed as follows: . 
My name is John Paul Collins. After 34 
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District of Columbia Stadium, scene of 
racial turmoil Thanksgiving Day, 1962. 
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During my tenure in the District school sys- 
tem I setved as principal at Anacostia High 
School and Eastern High School. 

After integration of the schools in 1954, I 
called a meeting of the school faculty at East- 
ern High School and emphatically told the 
teachers that if they let down the bars on dis- 
cipline they would be discharged. In spite of 
the best efforts put forth by the teachers, how- 
ever, the problem of discipline was tremendous. 
I found it necessary to require that all teach- 
ers leave their desks when the bell rang and 
keep order in the corridors. 

At times, I heard colored girls at the school 
use language that was far worse than I have 
ever heard, even in the Marine Corps. 

White children manifested a spirit of coop- 
eration to help the colored children become 
acclimated, but these efforts were not particu- 
larly successful. 

Fighting, including several knifings, went on 
continuously. While such incidents had occurred 
occasionally in previous years, they became 
more or less commonplace following integra- 
tion, to the point of creating a serious disci- 
plinary problem. 

There have been more thefts at Eastern in 
the last two years than I had known in all my 
thirty-odd years in the school system. A teacher 
still active at Eastern told me recently that 
stealing is now SO rife at the school that it is 
no longer practical to attempt to report all 
stealing incidents. 


There were many sex problems during the | 


year following integration. The first evidence 
of this came about when some colored boys 
began writing notes to the white girls, telling 
them their phone numbers and asking the girls 
for their numbers in return. 

Loverheard two colored boys making obscene 
remarks about a white girl who was passing in 
the hall. I promptly suspended these boys until 
such time as I could get satisfactory assurances 
from their parents that they would discontinue 
such conduct. My authority to do this was ques- 


tioned by the administration, but I stuck to- 






















‘ted about two dozen of these reports durin; 
and I know of nothing that ever tame 
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group of colored boys and gisis 


colored-boys puta knife.to her. 
her down an alley and back up 
While the group debated % 
should. make her take her clot 
away and ran home, 

The girl's. mother, called. me: about. thg inci- 


dent and I sent an experienced co 
investigate the affair. The counseloz 
that he saw the H 
the girl’s coat. We were never able to get the 
names of the students involved. 
On another occasion a colored ; 
plained to me that a colored boy had ex} 
himself to her in the classroom. I gi 
the boy and found him to have a rece 
offenses and recommended that he be rem 
from is recommendation 
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Eastern. Thi 
accepted. 
. Neyer in-all my. experience have I obser) 





such filthy and. revolting habits in the. Java- 
J © 


tories. Some of the 
torn away from Nothing. like this 
had ever occurred prior to integration, f 
as I can recall. 
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Colored children have been known to forge 
names at-the school bank. 





There were a dozen or more colored; gifls 
who became pregnant during my las | 
Eastern. Pregnancy among white g 
rate, and has occurred in only isolated instane 

Superintendent Coming ordered 
records to be kept without regard to race. This 
order was repeated several times. during the 
school year. 

The colored students dominated the failing 
groups, which were much larger than any-yeat 
before integration. 

I found it very difficult to understand the 
speech of some of the colored teachers in the 
classrooms. As a result, I feel safe in saying 
that white students cannot understand them 
either. This speech barrier must be a handicap 
to the white students, in particular. 

At least a dozen white teachers cas 
during the year and requested m 
their retirement, because they sai 
not endure the situation. 
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The average colored student cannot keep up 
with the average white student academically. 


It appears to me that the former Division I 
schools did. not maintain as high 
standards as the white schools, Most 
teaching effort appears to have bee 


the more capable colored- students. 





others were made to sit quietly, 
attempt was made to teach them. ring 
It is also apparent that some of the colored 






1 
students were overgraded. by thei 
teachers in Division H schools. 1 had 
ored students who came to me volunte 


asked. that I put them. back from 
algebra 1, because they had never 
the fundamentals of algebra. I 
their records and found that their reports from 
their preyious school showed. they. bad both 
been given A’s in algebra 1 and 2. ane 
Prior to integration, I loved and lived -with 
my work, but the problems which Lencouyptered 
after integration contributed to. the. failure-of 
my health. Enang, CEE 
The present four-track system -that is being 
initiated in the District high schools is nothing 
new. I had used the XYZ system of separating 
students according to IQ Since 1925.° ~ 
Virtually all social activities were abandoned 
in Eastern after integration. This move was 
initiated by the white students, and was.a great 
loss to the school, because prior to integration 
they had a happy and extensive social setup... 
~ After integration, detailed reports of trouble 
in schools were sent by the principals: to their 
supervisors. I sent my reports to Mr. Nelson, 


the present assistant to Dr. Corning. I submit- 
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